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USATODAY 2006 All-USA Teacher Team profile

It’s all about respect — and science and technology

Environment

plays key role

in Nancy Elliott’s classroom
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By Linda Wiedmaier
Specal for USA TODAY

CHILLKOTHE. Mo, = & waman
of science, Mancy Elliott began a
l'.l ull: g experiment this fall

her teaching partner, Ellen
GulL mitiated an alernative class-
roam at Chilficothe Mlddk:ISdml

The ceschure: the same
award-rnT-r"L-rﬁu;. hﬂ:lqéw-m andl real-
ke simulation peaching methods
shie had used in her regular middle-
school science classes.

The: h!,ll:vx:’rlesm Students’ aca-
derric and social skids will Enprove
—aven frr these who hee hean di-
agnesed as emotiomally disturbed
or with attention deficit disorder.

On a fall afternoon, as the
students used Mé&Ms to learn the
bagics of & simple homemade ma-
Fll'unr:!‘.;elr;hda‘ta gaﬂ'ﬁnild indicated

£ E31E 1T & SLPDOIT-
ed. The first 3§HE|E'SSDI-:!WM
sto| a I;ew times until everyone
saftled diran, bul most of the -
dents did get into the experiment

hﬁ' charting how variables can
ange the outcomes,

After the class, Elliott, 53, asks
rhetorically, “What ane my options?
Separate them andg;n: them pa-
perwork fo keep them quiet? E
chipose the hands-on approach”

A former student sais that ap-
z;l:lal:h , plus being taught skills in a

helped her with science.

‘We didn®t just learn about
wieather from books. We became
meteorologists and predicted and
charted the weather,” says Amanda
Ireland, 17. “She wants you to
know that what you're Imrnug is
real, ot just feothank auff

Ellioir's students abo analyzed
DMA as forensic scientists, de-
stgned blueprints as architects,
mixed medications as pharmacists
and diagnosaed patients as doctors,

‘Then and novw;, Elfiott bases many
of her science lessons on the envi-
ronment, The morping of the
MsM-masher experiment, Elliott
and Gott ook their stugdents to the
Thompson River near Chillicothe to

:‘l:llﬂ].g'zc Lhe: waaler ﬂuﬂﬂ
vironmental issues offer
marty reabworld applications for
[math and -:rlmrm, " Fillintt say< in
an e-mail. "I particulary bepe-
ficial when we are doing projecs
such as mondoring water :q:abn'
improving habitat, planting shrubs
or making oMy presenta-
i, and shudents see themselves
making & valuable contribution.”
Principal Bryan Prewitt points to
Ellatt’s Quail Project as ane that
took on a life of its own, “What
started with the idea m improve

il
the local natural quail habitat

ovohved inbo seventh- and eighth-  which b,

graders doing DA work on quail,”
Prowitt cays. _

The Ot Project inchaded huilé-
ing a quail hatchery in the siorage
roan of a science classrom, con-
structing a natural habitat for the
quall sl developing, science far
experiments based on the quail the
students raised.

“Shudents were domg amazing
wark be wihat they had ever
done before,” Prewitt says.

The principal and others abso
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prize Ellboit’s grant-writing skills,
ave brought in $R00,000
for her classrooms, her school and
ter srhoal distiict Her gnal is m
reach the 31 million mark.

“IF have an idea for some-
thing, she can find a way to fund i,"
Gott says.

Prewitt savs the higgest grant
with a far-reaching effect was the
$450,000 aMINT> Grant, which
E‘m):led technology — inchuding

props, printers and digital cam-
eras — throwgheat the disgrict and
specific mraining on how o use the

“If students respect others
first and foremaost, they
can succeed in

whatever they do.”

technology to improwe mstruction.
“The grant mpacts 1200 to 1,300
students, and yet she teaches only a
hand bl of them,” he sas, “No way
wauld we have come cose o get-
ting this technobogy and the train-
1'11gn:|u5e it without Mancy”

wl seience and techinology,
t'hc -year teaching veberan, wiho
Dbegan her family before geiting her

degree, believes respect is as im-
][_)uhnml as amy acaclenmc sulxect,

ese tenets ane posted on her and
Gatt"s classroom wall:

& Respect yourself,

& Respect others.

* Respect properhy

“If students respect others fiest
and Faremnast, the:.' can succeed in
w]:aD.":-‘erﬂw].lLb Elfmtt says,

“We leamed re-
spect I'i.lr e o don't lenow
and respect fuli.rer;e ervirmmment
fram Mire Flllnh‘ Shee Baiigh ns thar
oiher people always have some-
thimg b tesach yow”

It's that variabde that may change
the Tives of her new and chalbeng-
ireg groug of studenis.

"It rewardirg o see these kids
daing they've never done
before, such as fiekd wrips, because
theeir behavior caused them to miss
out,” Elliott says, “We have small
sucresses every day”
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